


























NUMBER XXXV. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspvay, Auguf the 30th, 1753. 








To Mr. Firz-Apam. 


o1s 


>) AT you may know who it is that 
Cs) i . 

offers you his correfpondence, and 
e” how qualified I am to make a fi- 





> q gure in the Wor tp, I fhall let 
valor wy you into the fecret of my birth and 

OLD h xiftory. 
I :ave the honour-to be defcended from the ancient 
amily of the Limsrrtoncues in Staffordfhire. My 
grandfather was of the cabinet with Oliver Cromwell ; 
but unfortunately happening to whifper a fecret of fome 
importance to his wife, the affair unaccountably became 
public, and fentence of difmiffion was immediately pafled 
upon him. My father was decypherer to king William. 
It 
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It was by his diligence and addrefs that the affaffination 
plot and fome other combinations in that reign were 
brought to light. But being fomewhat too officious in 
his zeal, he was fufpected of betraying the fecrets of his 
office (the better, as is fuppofed, to infinuate himfelf 
into thofe of the oppofition) and was difcarded with 
difgrace. With a fortune barely fufficient for fupport, 
he retired to his native village in Staffordfhire ; and foon 
after marrying the daughter of an unbeneficed clergy- 
man in the neighbourhood, he had iffue male, the wri- 
ter of this letter. 

My earlieft infancy gave indications of an inquifitive 
mind ; and it was my father’s cate to implant in me, 
with the firft knowledge of words, an infatiable defire 
to communicate. At twelve years old, I difcovered the 
frailty of a maiden aunt, and brought the curate of the 
parifh into difgrace. A young lady of uncommon dif 
cretion, who, boarded in the family, was fo delighted 
with the ftory, that fhe made me a party in all her vifits, 
to give me new occafions of relating it: but happening 
one evening to fteal a little abruptly upon the retirement 
of this lady, 1 difcovered her in the prettieft familiarity 
imaginable with the harlequin of a ftrolling company. 

I'r was about this time that a fever carried my mother 
to her grave. My father for fome weeks was inconio- 
Jable ; but making an acquaintance with an inn-kceper's 
daughter in the village, and marrying her foon after, he 
became the gayeft man alive. By the direction of my 
new mother, who for unknown reafons, grew uneafy 
at my prying difpofition, I was fentenced to a grammar 
{choot at fifty miles diftance. Mortified as I was at firft, 
I began early to relifh this change of life. A new world 
was opened to me for difcovery : I wormed myfelf into 


the fecrets of every boy, and made immediate informa- 
tion 
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tion to the mafter. Many were the whippings upon 
thefe occafions ; but as my heart always felt for the mif- 
chiefs of my tongue, I was the firft to condole with the 
fufferer, and <fcaped fufpicion by my humanity, But 
all human -csjoyments are tranfitory. It happened in 
the courfe ©' my difcoverics, that by a perverfe boy’s 
denying the {2@ he was charged with, I was unfortu- 
nately called up to give evidence againft him ; and though 
I delivered it with the ftricteft regard to truth, I found 
the whole fchool in combination againft me, and every 
one branding me with the name of TELL-TALE. 
From this unlucky accident, hardly a day paffed, but 
I was called upon to anfwer facts which I never commit- 
ted, and was as certainly punifhed for denying them. 
I was buffeted and abufed by every body, and then whipt 
for quarreling ; or if any thing was miffing in the fchool, 
it was conftantly found in one of my coat pockets, or 
locked up fafely in my trunk. During this continued 
ftate of perfecution, I wrote repeatedly to my father for 
leave to return home: but the government of that fa- 
mily was transferred, and admittance to it, even at com- 
mon vacation times, denyed me. At the end of five 
‘years, however, and as you will foon be informed, to 
my utter difgrace, I obtained the favour of paffing the 
chriftmas holidays at home, | 
Tue morning after my arrival, I perceived at break- 
faft, by the demure looks of the maid, and now and 
then a fide wink at her miftrefs, that there were fecrets 
in the family. It was not long before I difcovered fome 
particular familiarities between my mother in law and a 
fpruce excifeman in the neighbourhood. The room I 
lay in was the next to her’s ; but unadvifedly attempting 
a {mall peep-hole in the wainfcot, 1 unluckily bored 
through the face of my father’s picture, which hung on 
the 
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the other fide; by which misfortune I underwent the 
nortification of a difcovery, and the fevereft difcipline I 
ever felt. Stung with the reproaches I met with from 
this adventure, I doubled my affiduities, and had the 
fatisfaction of difcovering one afternoon in the garden, 
that the excife-man and my mother were made of the 
very fame fieth and blood with the curate and my aunt. 


My father happening to be engaged at the next village, 


IT had time to go from houfe to houfe and inform the 


parifh of his difgrace: but how great was my furprize, 
when at my return home, inftead of gaining credit to 
my ftory, my mother had art enough to turn the mif- 
chief upon myfelf, and to get me driven out of doors 
as the moft wicked of incendiaries ! 

ENRAGED as I was at my father’s inhumanity, I fell 
upon my knees in the ftreet, and made a folemn oath 
never to enter his doors again, whatever mifery . might 
be the confequence. With this refolution, and fome- 
thing more than a guinea in my pocket (which I had 
faved from the benefactions of fome particular friends at 
my return from fchool) Itook the road, by moon-light, 
for London. Nothing remarkable occurred to me on 
the way, till the laft mile of my journey; when joining 
company with a very civil gentleman, who was kind 
enough to condu€&t me over the fields from Iflington, 
and giving him the hiftory of my life, I found this hu- 
mane ftranger fo touched with my misfortunes, as to 
offer mea bed at his own houfe, and a fupply of what- 
ever money I wanted, till provifion could be made for 
me. Such unexpected generofity drew tears from me. 
I thanked him for his goodnefs; and fhewing him my 


guinea, which was yet unbroken, I told him the favour 


of his houfe would be fufficient obligation. I was in- 


deed a little furprifed to find at that very inftant my be- 
nefactor’s 
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nefactor’s piftol at my breaft, and a menace of immedi- 
ate death, if I refufed to deliver: but you will imagine, 
Mr, Fitz-Adam, that I could withold nothing from fo 
kind a friend; and obligations being thus mutual between 
us, he left me to purfue my way with a few halfpence 
in my pocket. 


To particularize my diftreffes on my firft arrival in 
town, would be to write a volume inftead ofa Wor.p. 
Ina fhort time my inquifitive talents were taken notice 
of, and I commenced bufinefs in the poft of retainer to 
a bayliff’s follower: but forgetting that fecrecy was ne- 
ceflary to my commiffion, 1 communicated my errand 
wherever I was fent upon the look-out, and gave many 
a fine gentleman time to efcape. This emyloyment, 
though of fhort duration, got me a natural intereft among 
the lawyers; and by the merit of fcholarfhip, as well as 
writing a tolerable hand, I fucceeded in time to the 
{mart poft of clerk to a folicitor. But here too it was my 
misfortune to be a little too unguarded in my difcoveries : 
for happening fometimes to be fent abroad with bills of 
coft for bufinefs never done, and fees never paid, I found 
it impoffible to conceal any thing from the clients, and 
was difcarded as a betrayer of my mattet’s fecrets. In 
the courfe of a few years I was obliged to combat ne- 
ceflity in the various characters of a poet, a ballad-finger, 
a foldier, a todth-drawer, a mountebank, an actor, and 
a travelling tutor toa Buck. In this laft poft I might 
have lived with eafe and profit, if I could have concealed 
from my pupil that he was the plague of every country 
he came to, and the difgrace of his own. By gradual 
progreffion, and having acquired fome knowledge of 
French, I rofe in time to be affiftant fecretary to an en- 
voy abroad. Here it was that my enquiring mind began 
to be of fervice to me ; but happening in a few months 
to make difcovery of certain tranfactions, not much to 
the honour of my mafter, and being detected in tranf- 
mitting them to my friends in England, I was difcarded 
from my office with contempt and beggary. Upon this 
occafion my neceffities hurried me to an act of guilt, that 
my confcience will forever upbraid me with: for being 
thus deferted in a country where charity was unfafhio- 
nable, and reduced to the very point of ftarving, I re- 
nounced my religion for bread, and became a brother 
of the Mendicants of St. Francis. Undet the fanttity of 
this habit, and from the example of the brotherhood, I 
led a life of profligacy and wantonnefs. But though my 
conicience was fubdued, my tongue retained its freedom : 
for it was my misfortune one day, through ignorance of 
my company, to betray the fecrets of a lady’s confeffion 

te 
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_to her own hufband. The ftory began to fpread ; and 
it was by a fort of miracle that I found the means of ef- 
-caping with life. 


AT my return to England, I made a folemn renun- 
ciation of my apoftacy ; and by the favour of a certain 
great man, became of -onfeqvence enough for the fer- 
vice of minifterial writer. My performances for fome 
time were highly applauded: but being a litiie too fond 
of communicating objections for the fake of anf{wering 
them, I was accufed cf weakening the caufe, and orde- 
red to look out for other employment. Enraged at’ the 
injuttice of this.treatment, 1 devoted my pen to the 
vice of patriotifm ; but being fomewhat indifer-ct in my 
zeal, and occafionally hinting to the world t/..¢ my em- 
ployers were only contending for power, I 2d the fen- 
tence of difmiflion pafied upon me fo: inacvertency. 


Brine thus driven from all employment, and neither 
enclined, nor able to conquer the bent of my mind, I 
began ferioufly to confider how I might turn this very 
dilpofition to advantage. Inthe midft of thefe refic&i- 
ons it occurred to me that the ladjc§: ‘were naturally open- 
hearted like myfelf, and that if ¥- -tendered them m y fer- 
vices, and fupplied them with fcandal upon all thcir ac- 
quaintance, I might find my account in it. Tut as 
wicked as this town is thought, to be, and as knowing 
as I was in what was doing in it, «1 foon found that the 
real occurrences of life were too infipid for the attention 
of thefe fair ones, and that I muft add invention to fads, 
or be looked upon as a trifler. I accordingly laid about 
me with all my might, and by a judicious mixture of 
truth and lies, fucceeded fo well, that in lefs thin two 
months I euial off a dowager of quality, and am at pre- 
fent a very refigned widower with a handfome fortune. 


Tus, fir, is my hiftory; and as I cannot keep any 
thing I know, and as I know almoft every thing that 
people would with to keep, I intend myfelf the honour 
of correfponding with you often; and am, fir, 


Your moft humble fervant, 
Nic. LiIMBERTONGUE. 


~ TY accept of Mr. LimprertTonGue’s correfpondence 

with all my heart. The varieties he has experienced, 
wil enable him to furnith ufeful cautions and inftru¢tive 
entertainment. The ladies will be taught to avoid {can- 
dal by virtue ; and the men either to reform or conceal 
their vices while the TELL- TALE is abroad. 


ad 
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